
Credit for photo and all related
images: AP

The famous Google company has
created several business startup
programs around the world. This
photo was taken at the campus in

Seoul, South Korea.

Printed by: Darren Guido
Printed on: March 27, 2020

Off to a Good Start

Article

MOUNTAIN VIEW, California (Achieve3000, April 26, 2017). Before Google
became an Internet giant famous for its search engine and online services,
the U.S.-based company was a small startup. It was headquartered in the
garage of a California home. Google's entrepreneurial journey has led to
great success. Now, the company wants to help a new generation of startups
to launch, grow, and become successful.

In 2012, the company launched Google for Entrepreneurs, an initiative that
aims to promote entrepreneurialism around the world. The program has
campuses in London, England; Madrid, Spain; São Paulo, Brazil; Warsaw,
Poland; Tel Aviv, Israel; and Seoul, South Korea. Each campus provides
working and meeting spaces that are free and open to anyone in the startup
community. Entrepreneurs can network, attend business classes, and work
with mentors to help their startups grow.

Yeram Kwon, a South Korean entrepreneur who developed a high-tech
manikin for CPR training, is one of the startup owners who has used Google
for Entrepreneurs. Kwon has attended events at the program's campus in
Seoul. "Through these events I could learn new business opportunities or new ideas relative to a business problem," Kwon
said.

Because of its own humble beginnings, Google is familiar with the problems that entrepreneurs and startups can face. "
[Google] began as a startup in a garage about 18 years ago," said Mary Grove, the director of Google for Entrepreneurs.
"And we've really been through the entrepreneurial journey and understand some of the challenges."

For business-launching parents raising young children, one of these challenges is finding enough time to devote to a
startup's growth. These parents might not be able to attend Google for Entrepreneurs' 54-hour "Startup Weekends," where
entrepreneurs learn how to turn ideas into something real. With busy parents in mind, Google for Entrepreneurs offers
Campus for Moms. This program is offered one day a week for nine weeks. This makes it easier for entrepreneurs with
small children to attend.

Whether they have children or not, one challenge most entrepreneurs have is securing enough funding to launch and keep
their new businesses going. For this reason, Google for Entrepreneurs aims to find financial resources for startups. Google
for Entrepreneurs does this with the help of numerous global partners.

Partnership is an important part of Google's efforts to help entrepreneurs succeed. Outside of its six global campuses,
Google for Entrepreneurs works with partner programs in other regions of the world in order to reach even more
entrepreneurs. One organization, Startup Grind, has supported startup businesses in cities around the globe. With
Google's help and support, it has been able to expand its work to many more cities.

"Being partners means a few things," Grove explained. "One, it does mean [money] and resources to help grow and run
[new] organizations. And more importantly to us, it means being part of this global community that is truly a network."



Since launching globally, Google for Entrepreneurs has reached 330,000 entrepreneurs in 140 countries. It has raised $1.8
billion in funding. The program has also created more than 20,000 new jobs through startups.

Being a part of this growth has been satisfying for Google. "Entrepreneurship and innovation are thriving all over the
world," Grove said. "It's really exciting to see this tidal wave. It's never been easier, in some ways, to start a company."

Voice of America contributed to this story.

Dictionary

entrepreneurial (adjective)    involving the creation of a new business

initiative (noun)    a plan designed to deal with an issue

innovation (noun)    the act of creating or introducing something new

manikin (noun)    a model of a human body

mentor (noun)    an experienced person who can guide and advise



Activity

PART 1

Question 1

The best alternate headline for this Article would be __________.

  A Look Back at Google's Humble Beginnings and Rise to Success

  Entrepreneurs Receive International Investments Through Global Partnerships

  Entrepreneurs Who Have Children Experience Unique Business Challenges

  Google Program Assists Entrepreneurs With Education and Funding

Question 2
According to the Article, what caused Google to offer Campus for Moms?

  Google's partner, Startup Grind, pointed out that parents conducting business in cities around the globe are allowed to bring
young children into the workplace.

  Leaders at Google for Entrepreneurs realized that parents with young children may not be able to attend the 54-hour "Startup
Weekends."

  Google's original workspace, headquartered in a garage, was child-friendly and employed parents, so Campus for Moms
continues the tradition.

  Mary Grove, director of Google for Entrepreneurs, requested that her workplace offer her children a room to play while she is
working.

Question 3
Which is the closest synonym for the word innovation, as it is used in the Article? 

  Association

  Invention

  Examination

  Coordination

Question 4
Based on the Article, the reader can infer that __________.

  Google for Entrepreneurs representatives are not expected to travel to other countries.

  The garage in California where Google started must still be occupied by a small business.

  As a startup company, Google must have had to overcome some financial challenges.

  Yeram Kwon appreciates the CPR training at the Google for Entrepreneurs Seoul campus.

Question 5



This Article would be most useful as a source for a student research project on __________.

  The technology behind online search engines

  The founders of Google, an Internet giant

  Google's Campus for Moms in Warsaw, Poland

  Charitable efforts by large, successful companies

Question 6
The Article states:

For business-launching parents raising young children, one of these challenges is finding enough time to
devote to a startup's growth. These parents might not be able to attend Google for Entrepreneurs' 54-hour
"Startup Weekends," where entrepreneurs learn how to turn ideas into something real.

Which would be the closest synonym for the word devote, as it is used above?

  Generate

  Commit

  Neglect

  Withhold

Question 7
Think about the following statement made by Mary Grove:

"And we've really been through the entrepreneurial journey and understand some of the challenges."

The author's purpose for including this quote was to __________.

  Explain why Google's founders decided to run the business out of a California garage

  Convince potential partners to help fund startups around the world

  Highlight Google's qualifications to help entrepreneurs become successful

  Persuade entrepreneurs with children to seek support from Google's Campus for Moms program

Question 8
Which quote from the Article best supports the notion that Google for Entrepreneurs promotes entrepreneurialism around the
world?

  Because of its own humble beginnings, Google is familiar with the problems that entrepreneurs and startups can face. "[Google]
began as a startup in a garage about 18 years ago," said Mary Grove, the director of Google for Entrepreneurs.

  Before Google became an Internet giant famous for its search engine and online services, the U.S.-based company was a small
startup.

  Since launching globally, Google for Entrepreneurs has reached 330,000 entrepreneurs in 140 countries. It has raised $1.8 billion
in funding. The program has also created more than 20,000 new jobs through startups.

  These parents might not be able to attend Google for Entrepreneurs' 54-hour "Startup Weekends," where entrepreneurs learn how
to turn ideas into something real.



Thought Question

Write a summary of today's Article. As you write your summary, complete the following steps:

STEP 1: Read the Article in order to understand the text.

STEP 2a: Identify the topic sentence for each paragraph.

STEP 2b: Take out any details that are not needed.

STEP 2c: Combine the information—in your own words—into a single paragraph.

STEP 3: Rethink your summary and the Article.

STEP 4: Check your summary. Then double-check it.


